Introduced by Council Member Corrigan; Co-sponsored by Council Member Jones:
RESOLUTION 2011-437
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CUMMER MUSEUM OF ART AND GARDENS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
art museums are repositories for paintings, sculptures, decorative  and other fine arts that enrich our lives, capture our imagination and instill an appreciation for beauty and creativity; and

WHEREAS,
any top-tier city has a fine arts museum that showcases and celebrates the community’s appreciation of the arts as an integral component of the community’s sense of culture; and

WHEREAS,
for 50 years, the Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens has been Jacksonville’s premier museum of fine arts, exhibiting classic works of the Impressionists, rare collections of Early Meissen Porcelain, and opening its galleries, halls and gardens to our fellow citizens, school children and visitors from around the world; and
WHEREAS,
when art collector, garden enthusiast and civic leader Ninah Cummer died in 1958, she bequeathed the impressive art collection that she and her husband Arthur had amassed to create an art museum on the grounds of their Riverside home; and

WHEREAS,
in November 1961, after three years of planning, the Board of Trustees announced the opening of the Cummer Museum of Arts and Garden; and
WHEREAS,
from its inception, the Cummer’s collection has grown from the original gift of 60 pieces to over 5,000 works of art; recent acquisitions include masterpieces by Camille Pissarro, Gilbert Sullivan, Norman Rockwell and Romare Bearden; over 120,000 visitors are welcomed annually and 40,000 children are educated, many through a partnership with Duval County Public Schools; and


WHEREAS,
throughout its 50 years as a gem in Jacksonville’s cultural landscape, the Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens has shared its priceless, world renowned collections, opened its doors and gardens to countless visitors and has had a significant role in defining and advancing our quality of life and it behooves us to honor and celebrate the Cummer’s 50th Anniversary; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Commendation. The City of Jacksonville does hereby honor and celebrate the Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens on the joyous occasion of its 50th Anniversary and extends its best wishes for continued success in the years ahead.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

      /s/ Steven E. Rohan      _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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